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matto, and Roof) and InSite Architectural
Photography (hotel)
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A collaborative effort helps

revitalize Chicago’s North Loop

is making headlines for several reasons. Not only
iz it the North Loop's first new-build hotel in 20 years, helping in the

revitalization of North State Street, but it's also a contemporary

and surprising addition to the Doubletree brand, a collaborative
effort by local breakout architect Jackie Koo, hotel
veteran Cheryl Rowley, and restaurant designer
Bill Johnson.

First, Koo had to figure out how to fit
200,000 square feet of programming—=235 §
guestrooms, two restaurants, a rooftop lounge,
spa, screening room, and meeting rooms—
into  the 950-square-foot postage stamp-
gized site. Her sclution: & 27-story steel and
glass sculptural building that embraces its
urban location and views, and features a
zigzagding chartreuse glass “lightening
bolt™ running the entire length.

"We wanted the design to be an

This phato: A view of the Wit Haotel's

graphic lobby from abow)
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extension of the excitement of the theater district,” explains Koo, of her
namesake firm's first major commereial building, *The ‘lightening bolt’
was & kind of marquis for the building and provided s signature element
for [the owner's] hotel branding aspirations. We think it is a real Chicago
lovor's building.”

The grittiness and glamour of the Windy City prevail inside as well
where Rowley found it best to be bold and lavish despite the small space.
Rough-textured concrete columns done in a brown finish are reminiscent
of the rusted beams of the nearby elevated train (the “L"); lavish brocade
on the pillows are a reminder of the drama of its next-door neighbor,
the iconic Chicage Theatre: and there's a large tattoo mural that Rowley
says has a “little bit of tribalism,” which leads guests up a glass and steel
stairway to the mezzanine level, "I wanted to do something eve-catching
in the lobby,” she says.

As for the guestrooms, Rowley calls them “more laid back.” She used
a red erackled finish on the armeires, and over the beds, there is a piece
of artwork made of red and taupe three-dimensional textiles intended to
mimie the geometry of the surrounding city architecture,

Meanwhile, Johnson ereated decidedly different interiors for each of
the three F&B units. In the masculine State and Lake gastropub (named
for its loeation), wood, chocolate leather, and vintage photos prevail,
while three shelves of backlit antique seltzer bottles in varying shades
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of yellow, green, orange, and pink line the massive curved bar's tog

wanted it to change for different parts of the day" explains Johnsom

was challenging. What was attractive for after hours wasn't gr
breakfast."

Up a stunning stairway made of glowing risers with glass pends
hanging ocverhead guests find the more feminine Italian fine dis
restaurant cibo matto (Italian for “erazy food"), made up of §
woods, gray-white tones, and an oval ceiling fresco. SBince space wa
& premium, Johnson created a communal dining table, and added rol
wood and glass doors to close off part of the restaurant for private eve

On the 27th floor lounge, aptly dubbed Roof, Johnson used a stag
glass wall to visually separate the indoor-outdoor space, and sprin
hits of the same blue-green glass throughout for unity. Four U
vectangular firepits on the exterior patio “give a warmth even in
dead of winter,” Johnson says.

“It's highly energized—a city within a city” says developer S
Greenberg. hid
www.kooandassociates; www.cherylrowleydesign.com;
www.johnsonstudio.com; www.thewithotel.com
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e The Wit Hotel
Chicago

Owner ECD Compary

Architecture Firms Koo and Associates
Chicago (hoiel), and the Johnson Studo,
Aflanta {State and Lake, cibo matte, and
Roaly

Architecture Project Teams Jackle Koo,
principal Koo and Associatesy; and Bill
Johnson, sanior principal and pariner;
Brian Finkel, principal and partner; and Bo
Amer, project manager {ihe Johnsen
Studia}

Interior Design Firms Cheryd Rowley
Dasign, Inc., Bevedy Hills, Californss, and
the Jahnson Studio, Atianta

Interior Design Project Teams Cheryl
Reway, principal; Linda Colling, project
manager; Eniin Canela, job captam; Rich
Maywend, designer; and Exin Erdogan
resioner (Chany Rowdey Dasign): Karen
Taske Blus, dractor of ntarior desion

and sohen, intenior gesgnar

Conlractor James McHuoh Constrocion

Purchasing Flrms
Associgtes fhatell, and
(Slate and Lake

Lighting Lightswitch a

MEP Enginger Cosantini Associaies (S1a%e
and Lake, cita matte, and Roal)

GUEST BEDRODMS

Headboard/Nightstand/Side Table
Fleetwood Fine Furnitung

Headboard and Chaise Upholstery
Valley Foege Fabrics

Bed Throw Andrew Movgan Collection

Nightstand and Floor Lamp Coronet
Lighting

Artwork Anne Kyym Ounn and Stll

Wallcowering MOC Wallcoverings

Drapery Fabric P/¥aufmarn

LoeBy

Sofas Suthedand

Sofa Upholstery Fabric TOC

Chairs Lilly Jack

Chair Pillow Fabric Csboume & Little

Area Carpet Tai Fing

Flioor Lamp Spark Lighting

Chandaliers Luste Daco

STATE AND LAKE

Custom Barstools Fuzo Studio

Vinyl SitverState

Anlique Bottles Love Train Anfigues

Banquette E.J Industnes

Fabric Glant

CIBO MATTO

Dining Chairs Aria International

Vinyl Architex

Custom Settees EJ Indusines

Leather Moore & Gies

Custom Tables Georpla Cabinat & Supply

Custom Ceiling Mural Todd Murphy

ROOF

Floor Lamgp Vibia

Leunge Chair Aceray

Faberbe Designte

Custom Sofa J. Furnizhings

Fabrics Camegie and Valley Forge Fabrics

Bar and Counter Stools JANLES et Cie
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